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THE FONDATION DE LA MER 
AND BUREAU VERITAS, TOGETHER WITH 
THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF THE SEA,
ARE LAUNCHING OCEAN APPROVED®, 
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL LABEL FOR OCEAN SUSTAINABILITY.

THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL LABEL 
FOR OCEAN SUSTAINABILITY

Civil society—and businesses 

in particular—must demonstrate commitment 

to achieving the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) #14, which is 

dedicated to the conservation and sustainable 

use of oceans, seas and marine resources. 

The Ocean Approved® label helps strengthen 

and structure efforts of both public and 

private parties. The label is open to all, once 

again demonstrating France’s commitment to 

the protection of the oceans and the 

sustainable use of their resources.

Annick Girardin
French Minister of the Sea

“As one of the world's leading providers of audit and 

certification services, we help our clients be more 

efficient, methodical and trustworthy in their journey 

toward more sustainable business and a more 

sustainable world. We are thus proud to contribute to 

implementing this label, and to support companies and 

institutions in their voluntary efforts to improve their 

direct and indirect impact on the oceans. Ocean 

Approved® will also enable them to set an example in 

their respective industries.”

Didier Michaud-Daniel, CEO

Bureau Veritas

“In 2020, the Fondation de la Mer launched the Ocean 

Framework. This is the result of our strong conviction to 

integrate a global vision that encompasses all issues 

and challenges facing oceans today. Furthermore, the 

framework offers companies a way to introduce sea 

conservation into their transformation strategies. With 

the Ocean Approved® label, companies can reach a 

new level in terms of mobilizing efforts in defense of 

our planet’s oceans. Organizations that achieve the 

label are demonstrating to stakeholders that strong 

commitment.”

Sabine Roux de Bézieux, President

Fondation de la Mer
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The Ocean serves as the Earth’s lungs as well as its main climate stabilizer, and it is home to more than 80% of our 

planet’s biodiversity. It is vital for human beings, for our health and development, and also for economic—and thus 

corporate—development. Citizens, nations and companies must work together to preserve the Ocean and 

sustainably use its wealth of resources. 

1. THE OCEAN
IS A FOCAL POINT FOR MAJOR ISSUES RELATED TO 
CLIMATE, BIODIVERSITY AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY. 
ALL COMPANIES, REGARDLESS OF THEIR SECTOR OF 
ACTIVITY, HAVE A ROLE TO PLAY. 

It was developed in collaboration with the French 

Ministry of the Sea and with the support of the 

Boston Consulting Group (BCG), alongside a large 

number of renowned experts and others from the 

scientific, institutional, political and economic 

sectors. It was built with and for businesses, who 

today use it more and more.

2. IN 2020,
THE FONDATION DE LA MER CREATED THE OCEAN 
FRAMEWORK TO ENABLE BUSINESSES TO 
UNDERSTAND AND ASSESS THEIR INTERACTIONS 
WITH THE OCEAN, THEREBY PROVIDING THEM WITH 
THE MEANS TO ACT.

The Framework is an operational tool to better 

qualify our impact and adjust our actions. Thanks to 

the Framework’s fine granularity, we’ve been able to 

ask ourselves the right questions and identify impacts 

and possible actions that we had not seen before.

Emilie Riess, CSR Director

Pierre & Vacances Center Parcs Group

This tool is the first of its kind in the world and freely 

accessible to all on the "Ocean Approved®" web 

platform. It enables companies of all sizes and in all 

activity sectors to help achieve the UN’s Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) #14 by evaluating all their 

interactions with the Ocean. The Ocean Framework 

can be adapted to each company’s specific set of 

activities and needs. It enables each to thus set 

objectives and identify the most relevant concrete 

actions in line with its strategy, and according to the 

the particular issues it is facing.

Regulations are evolving all over the world, and the 

frameworks for Corporate Social Responsibility 

(CSR) reporting are becoming more demanding and 

more precise. 

In Europe, a series of measures has been adopted to 

better direct flows of capital toward sustainable activities. 

The resulting European taxonomy will come into force 

at the end of 2021. It has defined criteria that help 

identify the economic activities that contribute the most to 

achieving the European Union's environmental 

objectives. In parallel, a draft of the Corporate 

Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) was made 

public in April 2021. This directive aims to improve and 

harmonize information about companies’ extra-financial 

performance. It will affect nearly 50,000 companies in 

Europe—more than 4 times as many under current 

regulations.

The Ocean Framework is fully aligned with new 

regulations, providing companies an additional means 

of meeting these stricter obligations. 

The Ocean Framework is uniquely comprehensive in 

covering all interactions between companies and the 

Ocean.

The dedicated Scientific and Technical Committee is 

chaired by noted Ocean expert Françoise Gaill and 

includes experts from France’s National Center for 

Scientific Research (CNRS), the IFREMER 

oceanographic institute, the French Research Institute 

for Development (IRD), Mercator Ocean International, 

the French National Museum of Natural History (MNHN) 

and several universities. The committee members 

guarantee the robustness and scientific rigor of the 

Framework’s methodology. 
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3. ENCOURAGING COMPANIES
TO CONTINUOUSLY IMPROVE, TO PROMOTE THEIR 
COMMITMENTS, AND TO MAKE THEM MORE VISIBLE AND 
TRUSTWORTHY: THE OCEAN APPROVED® LABEL IS OPEN TO 
ALL ORGANIZATIONS

The OCEAN APPROVED® label aims to distinguish 

companies that are committed to continuous 

improvement in terms of impact on the Ocean, beyond 

their compliance with current regulations. 

Using the Ocean Framework, the label is based on a 

holistic identification of a company’s interactions with 

the Ocean. It guarantees the company's commitment 

to concrete and measurable actions aimed at avoiding 

or reducing its negative impacts, and developing its 

positive impacts where appropriate.

The label itself is subject to a review cycle, resulting in 

a periodic update of the evaluation grid, whenever 

necessary (changes in expertise, regulations, etc.).     

It enables the company to make its commitment visible 

and trustworthy to all its stakeholders: customers, 

distributors, suppliers, partners, employees, 

shareholders, financiers, auditors and regulators.

It is awarded to a company within a given scope of 

activity and geography, precisely determined at the 

time of application for the label.

OCEAN APPROVED® is an international label and is 

open to all companies, regardless of their size, sector 

of activity or geographical location.
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Thalgo

Having learned about the Ocean Framework and 

subsequently setting up an action plan to further 

reduce our Ocean impact, we recognized the 

importance of promoting all the work that went into 

that. Testing this future label has enabled us to 

validate its requirements and its accessibility for a 

company of our size.

The OCEAN APPROVED® label is a guarantee of a 

company's commitment and will be a strong, 

differentiating factor for companies in our sector.

Engie

We tested the labeling process on our floating wind 

turbine project in the Gulf of Lion (EFGL). For Ocean 

Winds, this was a real opportunity to identify as well as 

challenge all the actions, innovations and parameters 

that we had integrated into the project design in order 

to avoid or reduce the project’s direct and indirect 

impacts on the Gulf of Lion and, in general, on the 

Ocean.

Through the pilot project, we were able to validate that 

the OCEAN APPROVED® label accounts for all of our 

material impacts on the Ocean, and that it is adaptable 

for very specific and innovative activities like ours. We 

will now study the possibility of achieving the label for 

the EFGL project as soon as the project is in operation 

in 2023. Aligned with Ocean Winds' values, this 

demanding label is a differentiator. 

Interxion
As a leading data center operator in Europe and 

around the world, Interxion recognized early on the 

potential impacts we had on the Ocean, and we sought 

to reduce them. We have used the Ocean Framework 

to structure our commitment and take concrete action. 

In terms of the application, audit and certification 

process, as well as the high level of requirements of 

the audit grid, the quality of the OCEAN APPROVED®

label testifies to this initiative’s seriousness and 

transparency. It concretely supports our CSR 

commitments to preserve the Ocean by integrating us 

in a continuous improvement process based on solid 

and reliable measurement indicators.

4. A LABEL
LEVERAGING LEADERSHIP EXPERTISE AND EXPERIENCE, AND 
PILOT-TESTED WITH MAJOR COMPANIES

To create this label, the Fondation de la Mer relied on 

the expertise of its partner, Bureau Veritas, world 

leader in certification and conformity assessment, with 

a strong international presence in 140 countries.

Leading figures from the worlds of science, business, 

investment, financing and consulting were consulted 

to develop the label's operating rules, questionnaire 

and audit grid. 

A pilot project, carried out with three companies using 

the Ocean Framework—Interxion, Thalgo and Engie -

Ocean Winds—tested the entire labeling process and 

ensured that the companies’ operational realities were 

taken into account.

http://www.bureauveritas.com/
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5. A LABEL
BENEFITING FROM STRONG GOVERNANCE

The label’s governance is organized around three bodies: two advisory committees to define and develop the label’s 

operating rules, and a decision-making committee to award the label.

CONSULTING COMMITTEES

The creation and development of the OCEAN APPROVED® label—operating rules, audit grid, etc.—are based on the 

opinions of the Ocean Framework Scientific and Technical Committee, and of the label's Governance 

Committee. 

Knowledge of the ocean, its 

ecosystems and its role in the climate is 

constantly increasing, accentuating the 

growing interaction between humans and 

this part of the planet. To build up the Ocean 

Framework, and to enable its evolution, the 

Fondation de la Mer has surrounded itself 

with a team of scientists from different 

disciplines. The OCEAN APPROVED® label 

is thus the first general label designed to 

promote corporate action for a sustainable 

Ocean, contributing to the awareness and 

mobilization that the Ocean urgently needs.

Françoise Gaill
President of the Ocean Framework Scientific and 

Technical Committee

The label’s Governance Committee is composed of 

representatives from the economic, financial and 

institutional worlds. It is chaired by Sabine Roux de 

Bézieux, President of the Fondation de la Mer. 

The committee’s mission is to issue recommendations 

concerning the label’s functioning and governance. 

This is in full compliance with the 12 project principles 

of the CSR labels charter, published in February 2021 

by the French Treasury Department. 

The committee's opinion will be sought again each 

time a significant change to the label is considered.
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THE 12 PRINCIPLES OF THE DRAFT CSR LABELS CHARTER 
Report of the Treasury Department

1. Setting a good example

2. Organizational transparency

3. Transparency on evaluation criteria and references

4. Materiality

5. Progression

6. Comparability with international best standards

7. Simplicity

8. Accessibility

9. Concrete benefits for the company

10. Representativeness

11. Separation of competences

12. Adaptability

Companies are increasingly aware and active in terms of social responsibility, 

and concerning the impact of their activities, particularly around environment and society.

To act in an efficient, cohesive and coordinated way, reference frameworks are necessary and in 

development. Numerous labels have emerged in recent years—general, thematic, sector-

specific, territory-based—with different methodologies and references. So many different labels 

can create real confusion, both in terms of their recognition and their usefulness.

A label’s quality must be assessed with particular regard to the robustness of the reference 

system used, the precision and observability of the criteria analyzed, and the transparency of the 

operating rules. Thanks to a solidly constructed governance system as well as a quality 

reference system, the OCEAN APPROVED® label represents an additional asset for companies 

who are aware of their role with regard to the Ocean and its stakes.

Philippe Kunter

Director of Sustainable Development and CSR - BPI France

Member of the OCEAN APPROVED® label Governance Committee 

LABELING COMMITTEE
Composed of qualified, independent members, the 

Labeling Committee awards, renews and withdraws 

the label. An absolute majority of committee members 

awards the label based on the audit report provided 

by the evaluation body. To guarantee the Labeling 

Committee’s independence, the presented report is 

anonymous. 

The members of the Labelling Committee are bound 

by the total confidentiality of the information provided 

and processed, and undertake not to use this 

information in their professional or personal activities.
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6. THE LABEL’S MAIN FEATURES 
AND ITS FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS

OCEAN APPROVED® is a voluntarily applied 

international label awarded for a renewable period of 

three years. The list of certified companies will be 

available on the dedicated web platform 

www.oceanapproved.org.  

The labeling process is based on the evaluation of the 

actions to which the company commits itself, the 

implementation of those actions, and an analysis of 

the company’s internal governance. An audit is carried 

out by an independent third-party organization, 

approved by the Fondation de la Mer for its expertise 

and know-how, to guarantee the reality and sincerity 

of the company's declarations. 

Bureau Veritas is the first accredited organization, and 

another will be accredited as soon as the first label 

applications are received. 

THE OCEAN APPROVED® LABEL IS A GENERAL LABEL TODAY. 
IT COMPRISES TWO LEVELS:

Level 1 “Committed” 
is awarded to the company that has analyzed all its 

potential interactions with the Ocean using the 

Ocean Framework, and has carried out a materiality 

study and mapping of the corresponding risks. 

The main levers for action have been defined, and 

the company has committed to an action plan to 

improve its impact on the Ocean.

Level 2 “Advanced”
is awarded to a company when it has effectively 

implemented the priority actions for improving its 

impact on the Ocean. The concrete results of the 

measurement indicators mark improvement over a 

two-year period.

IN DEVELOPMENT: A SECTOR-BASED 
LEVEL 3

Currently being developed, a sector-based version 

of the label will be implemented. This level 3 label 

will be awarded to companies that demonstrate—in 

terms of their impact on the Ocean—significantly 

higher performance than the average for their sector.

http://www.oceanapproved.org/


In the face of the climate crisis and the 

degradation of ocean life, maritime 

world actors joined with civil society to 

create the Fondation de la Mer. Today, 

the Fondation supports approximately a 

hundred different organizations working 

to improve our oceans’ health. It also 

implements its own projects to protect 

marine biodiversity, fight against sea 

pollution, support research, encourage 

innovation, and inform and raise 

awareness among the public.

Learn more: 

http://www.fondationdelamer.org/

ABOUT
THE FONDATION DE LA MER

Bureau Veritas is a world leader in laboratory 

testing, inspection and certification services. 

Created in 1828, the Group has 75,000 

employees located in more than 1,600 offices 

and laboratories around the globe. Bureau 

Veritas helps its clients improve their 

performance by offering services and innovative 

solutions, in order to ensure that their assets, 

products, infrastructure and processes meet 

standards and regulations in terms of quality, 

health and safety, environmental protection and 

social responsibility. Bureau Veritas is listed on 

Euronext Paris and belongs to the Next 20 

index. Compartment A, ISIN code FR 

0006174348, stock symbol: BVI. 

For more information, visit 

www.bureauveritas.com

ABOUT
BUREAU VERITAS

CONTACTS:

FONDATION DE LA MER
Isabelle Hanouët – ih@fondationdelamer.org

BUREAU VERITAS 

Emmanuel Adrey – emmanuel.adrey@bureauveritas.com

Caroline Ponsi Khider – caroline.ponsi-khider@bureauveritas.com

http://www.fondationdelamer.org/
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